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Bella Bimota. Rlmini magicians 
gave Suzuki's GS750 motor :, ':.!:.before- and • 
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ger nearer ro on-road realiry and thar 
still makes it 501b lighter than a tan· 

dardG 50. 
Riding with the racho needle 

around 6000rpm- well away from 
the 9000-12,000 red secror- has 
rhe cenery moving by very smanly. 
From 8000rpm upwards d1ings ger 
mlly blun·ed and you lose yourself in 
exhaust hriek and wind noise. Even 
in thi rare of rune, the engine i 
unfu y and entirely unconcerned 
about which gear I'm is using. 

At 4000rpm in rop it' making u e
ful power, bur me randard uzuki 
gearbox encourages you to play run 
on the five peed cluster. Accelerate away 
and me racket from me motor, directed 10 

me rider' eai by me fairing, is blown away 
on the wind. Ir al o canie off the engine 
hear rhar wafts up ro cook I and rorso. 

You either fir d1e Bimota or you 
undergo urge1y. The uede covered in
gle sear cl1ocks your pos· 
tenor and that's where 
you ray. There is no 
room for movement. 
Frosted chrome clip on 
hide in ide the fairing. 
Once you've grasped d1e 
soft grips, rec in d1e 
rank unit point our 
where your aims belong. 
Depres ions for knees 
\vith hai-cl flai·ed edg above them let your 
legs know if they've trayed our of position 
when operating the foor control . 

The compul ory po rure i short and 
cramped and ve1y fiunt wheel biased for a 
evemie bike. But it works, and once on 

the move its rightne becomes apparent 
because you've become pai1 of the bike 
whether you like ir or not. 

This obviously help when \vinding the 
grip open, and ir helps roo when stopping 
quickly. The lightened Brembo racing 

caliper - no dusr 
hields are fined- nip 

me undiilled discs 0 

well that this pilot i 
grateful for all the attach
ment point available. 
Delicate control is 
helped by short, per
fecdy haped leve1 , the 
only Bimota pai1S on me 
uzuki equipped bai"S. 

Footrests, pedal and ro e joinr linkages 
are exqui itely forged. othing o mun
dan as rubber i · pe1mined ro hide their 
beauty, but meir hapeliness is such that 
no discomfort i felt thmugh boot leather. 

If omer eventies Italian bikes rop 
almost as well as the Bimora, none ride 
road in·egularitie like it. Front forks are 
radng Ce1iani with 3" mm rancl1ions, bur 
Bimora modification · give 111n of travel. 

111e ingle racing de Carbon rear su · 
pen ion unit offe1 5Xin of wheel travel ar 
the back. one of mis is evident on the 
road ince the uspension is o well 
damped it eem ro provide a lot le 
movement than d1ese figures uggesr, but 
me imple realiry i that d1e Bimora feels 
tied to d1e road. Even when the going gets 
mugh enough to make me glassfibre ratde 
wid1 all me musicaliry of a cardboard box 
being beaten \\~th a big tick, the wheels 
never leave tarmac. 

uch road holding i not allied ro pon
demus hanctling. 111e wheelbase is a mere 
5 '•In- a 900 Ducati ' i 59in -and 
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the head tock is inclined at 25 degrees 
from venical, flickabitiry is guaranteed. 

111e f, rk legs have a slighdy bigger angle 
of 29 degrees effected by eccentrics at d1e 
steering head. Bimota claimed d1is reduces 
trail fluctuation cau ed by heavy braking 
and gives a beneficial lever effect at the 
headstock to counter the rear wheel' ten· 
dency to lift and lock. The san1e eccentJics 
even allow a cl1oice of two nail settings: 
3.9in for twi ry tuff; 4. in for sweepers. 

'Jni adju tabiliry is of little concern to 
the average road rider. Chassis phistica
tion simply nanslates into exemplary road 
manners. Changes of direction are ridicu
lou ly easy, the bike flip effonlessly from 
ide to id , and road holding and tabiliry 

are amazing whatever th peed. 

A teering damper would be a poind 
ornarn nt, although d1ere is provision to fit 
one for the rider who must have evely
thing. teering lock is generou ·, its limits 
ummarily defined by the fork stanchion 

hitting recesses in the bottom frame tubes. 
Apalt from a few aches and pain after 

1iding the bike, and an attack of cramp in 
the aging Fairclough left leg the following 
morning, sampling d1e Bimota was a rare 
treat. Only the ancient K391 Dunlop 
Endurance ryres interfere wid1 the fun, the 
rear bringing me back to realiry with a cou
ple of hairy !ides when the Bimota is 
banked right over. 

The real world also intrudes whenever 
the tuppenny prop tand i used. It' 
poorly mounted on the footrest hanger 

and pe1111its alam1ing angles of lean on all Conical couplings 
but flat urfaces. P ibly it's ju t a cunning · allow ~ tu~ to 
B. · h ft d · h 'd be split for rapid 
""ou '"" t e e.ce to stop t eo " .....,., oiU.. I 

leaving the B2 unattended. If so, it works Sumki engine 

perfecdy. fJ::S' 
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Ta llatelle 
BlMOT · d1oice f uzuki, Honda or 
Kawasaki four cylind r engines for th ir 

ventie uperbikes was en ible. Bullet 
proof and easily tuned, they ffered top 
drawer pe1f01mance. 

l11e Japan e facto1i also upplied 
ancillari which were bener than contem
poraiy Italian product , o the B2 has 
uzuki electri , witchgear, twistgrip, 

in trumentation, warning lights, dloke 
control and vacuum pen·ol tap. 

All of thi i lost in the impact of the 
Bim ta cyde pans. ·n,e glassfib1 tank/seat 
unit's bumps and hollo" defy desoiption 
and the fairing i another conversati n 
~ pper. Bod1 fit perfecdyand have hapely 

cut-outs for petrol tap, choke and engine 
covers, buttheir a th ti don't com pro· 
mise function. They can be removed in 
minut . 'lhe tank; eat has four protru
i n on its underside which locate in rub-

ber bu h n the frame, and a couple of 
recessed rubber traps hold it down. 

ndoing a few ~ · has the fairing off 
to reveal a frame that i an immen ely 
trong, thin wall chrome moly teel tube 

confection weighing ju t over 201b. It hugs 
d1e moror do ely, meeting it at three 
points to use it as a tr eel member. Only 
bolts retained by lock nuts are needed as a 
head teady; th e cre\ inwards from 
eadl t p tube to nip d1 can1 over. 

l11e t p rubes plit at conical couplings 
when ix high tensile socket head bolts are 
undone. ·n,e engine can be removed in 
minur . Flexing around the headstock i 
im ible thanks to exten ive gu ting 
and uiangulation, bur there is till room to 
hou the ignition c il . T1iangulation con
tinu down to two eli -

saves more weight. Thi was madlined 
from olid billet: there are no castings on 
the B2, unlike the B2!80 and B3. ll1e 
fork yokes are works of an, enhanced by 
deta hable rear ection that allow the 
complet fr nt end to be eparated fr m 
the steeling head without dismantling. 

ll1e bottom yoke has 
crete winging am1 
brackets ited coaxial 
with the gearbox 

1 hen the 
tion winging 

am1 pivotS on its tapered 
roller bearings, rear 
chain ten ion remain · 
con tant. When chain 
adju tmem is needed, 
eccentrics at the rear 

Th' Bimota SBl 
is a mobil' 

tfStimony to th' 
vision and skills 

of on, small 
fartory 

the pliner for the twin 
brake pipes machined 
into it, not bolted on. 
l11e carrier for d1e rear 
procket, caliper hanger 

and footrest plat are 
vional. too are all 

washers, pacers and 
even the tiny eccennics 
to adju t d1e angle of the 

wheel pindle make the job a quick and 
easy one. 

Quality finnents indude gold fini heel 
magn ium wheel made by peedline to 
Bim ta' d ·ign. Exten ive u e of Avional 
14 an aircraft quality alloy lighter and 
trong r than conventional aluminium, 

gear and brake pedals. More weight saving 
comes from hollow wheel pindl and d1 
thin wall steel tubes u ed in the four imo 
oneexhau t tem. 

Restaurazlone 
ll MANY~ A Ulis was one of the easi t 
restorati ns If confl Italian bike nut 

Andy Graveson has undenaken. But it had 
its momenrs. "I11e Bolton based enthusiast 
bought Bimota B2 N last year from 
Phil Wonh' Italia Classi (Or22 511 51) 
in a eli manded tate. Wonh had d ne 
ome restoration during his l 0 years of 

owne1 hip. "Ine Bimota till retain it 
260kph peedometer. 

Andy employed his favoUJite restoration 
expen Pete Twentyman (01204 791555) to 

rew everything together. "It was like try
ing to do a three dimensional jigsaw puzzle 
\l~thout the picture," recalls Twentyman. 
And like any s condhand jigsaw, one or 
two pieces were mi ing. Uke the head
lamp cover wiring ham and vari u fas
teners. Order of assembly, engine ttings 
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and electrical connections made easy by 
referring to a workshop manual become 
brainteasers when the book doesn't exist 
and a Bimota' reputation for everything 
fitting oh so tightly exacerbated rebuild 
problem . In fact the rear damper and 
pring had ju t about convinced Pete and 

Andy that it was too large to fit and that 
trimming the urrounding gu twas the 
only way to locate it, when it in vlicably 
dropped into place. Even d1en the only set
tings they could uneanh were for a 12 
tone 1ider so gu work accommodat 

Andy' greater weight. 
ll1e moror raised a mile. It was 

together at purchase, a pan from the four 
29mm fil terl Mikunis which were dean, 
wrapped and properly adju ted, o a 
d1ance was taken on its ·tate of health. I! 
ran perfecdy first time. 

me of the paintwork wasn't as fit, o 
Ian Brown at Cyde An (01204 308003) 
r painted th tank/: eat unit and the bot
tom half of the fairing. A new Regina chain 
and a fr h battery under the uede eat 
got the Bim ta rolUng. 

Conclusione 

........... ..... ,... 
aldiMIBZ'• .........., .. ............ .......... ........ 

THE BLMOT is a mobile t timony to one 
mall facto1y' kill, ingenuity and pursuit 

of perfection. For some, gazing at the B2 
for a couple f h urs won't be nearly long 
enough. Two hours in the saddle certainly 
\viii be becau e its commitment to race 
track tandards involv a little uffering. 

It' well wonh it though, for thi blend 
of tack- harp Italian handling and japan 
horsepower offers a ve1y pecialmororcy
ding expe1ience. A true uperbike. And I 

want one ® 

BIMOTA BASICS 

ALTHOUGH Massimo Tamburini owned a heating business at Rim
ini, he warmed more to his hobby of turning stock race bikes into red 
hot flyers with his special frame tubes. 

One creation, a 750 Honda powered racer, aroused so much 
interest that he and two partners formed Bimota in 1972 to meet 
demand for a road going version of the hybrid, neatly assembling the 
company name from the first two letters of the founders' surnames: 
Bianchi, Moni and Tamburini. The HB1 (Honda/ Bimota) frame kit of 
1973 was designed to wrap round the CB750 motor and comprised 
chrome molybdenum frame, box section rear fork, oil cooler, Ceriani 
forks, twin Marzocchi rear shocks, and glassfibre petrol tank and 
seat. The engine was the customer's responsibility. 

Racing was still the priority, and the range of frame kits increased 
to take motors as diverse as a Yamaha TR2 and a Paton four-stroke 
twin. In 1975 Bimota's frame building reputation was gilded when 
Jonnny Cecotto's Yamaha/ Bimota won the 350cc World Champi
onship and again the following year when Walter Villa scooped 
250cc and 350cc titles aboard the Bimota framed Har1ey0avidson. 
Interested factories now included Suzuki whose Italian importers 
ordered 50 frame kits to take TR500 twin cylinder race motors. 

This led to plans for a GS750 powered roadster, and the SB2 
bowed in at the January 1977 Bologna show. It was the first Bimota 
that could be had in either kit fonn or as a complete package and 
demanded a massive - for Bimota - workforce increase from 10 
to 30. The show model featured a four gallon petrol tank under the 
engine and a pump to take fuel to the carbs. This layout was 
intended for an endurance race version; the road bike got an alloy 
tank in the conventional position beneath the swoopy glassfibre 
~ork. It's unlikely that the initial plan to build 200 SB2s was ful
fi lled - probably less than 70 of the £3800 Bimotas left Rimini. 

Next roadster was the less radical KB1 (Kawasaki/Bimota) first 
shown at the November 1977 Milan show. The frame housed either 
the 900 or 1000cc dohc four. Uke the SB2, its eccentric headstock 
pivots offered a choice of two trail settings; unlike the frame for the 
Suzuki, the top tubes didn't split and the single rear suspension unit 
was laid flat. Two years later the KB2 was on the scene powered 
by the 550cc Kawasaki four; this became the KB2/80 for 1980 and 
then the KB2 Laser with 16in wheels and Forcella forks a year later. 

The Suzuki connection continued mid 1979 with the SB3 sport
ing a 90bhp GS1000 engine, and in 1980 with the GS750 powered 

SB2/ 80. Essentially both were the SB2 with 
more conventional and cheaper to make 
~ork. Even though Bimota's racing 
activities were spotlighted again at the 
beginning of the new decade by Jon 
Ekerold's 350cc World Championship 
win aboard the YB3, the Rimini company 
decided to cut back on GP involvement 
to concentrate on road machinery. 
Despite the HB2.and HB3 appearing in 
the early Eighties and the first Italian 
engined Bimota - the Ducati powered 
DB1- showing up mid decade, strong 
Suzuki ties remain. The current Suzuki 
model is the SB7. Hot stuff every one. 
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