




















Bimota SB2 
Presented at the 1976 Bologna Motor Show, the first road bike produced by Bimota represents 

one of the boldest creaAons from the small but legendary Rimini-based company. 

 
The Bimota name has always been associated with highly sophis5cated motorcycles, dis5nguished by the 
most refined chassis solu5ons available at any given 5me. Few people know that, un5l the early 1970s, 
this company—which is now known throughout the world—was exclusively involved in installing hea5ng 
and air-condi5oning systems. In other words, it was a boiler manufacturer. 

The name itself, Bi-Mo-Ta, comes from the first leGers of the names of the three partners who were 
involved in this business at the 5me: Valerio Bianchi, Giuseppe Morri, and Massimo Tamburini. 

Then, in 1973, the company underwent the transforma5on that gave birth to the Bimota we know today. 
Morri and Tamburini decided to devote themselves body and soul to building special motorcycle frames. 
In fact, it was while building a special four-cylinder MV Agusta racing machine for himself that Tamburini 
quickly became famous among all the leading figures in the motorcycle industry. 

And what motorcycles they were! During the company’s first years, its ac5vi5es were devoted exclusively 
to racing. Its first customer was none other than Peppino PaGoni, a highly skilled engineer who 
eventually became a racing legend. This rela5onship led to the crea5on of a very special frame for the 
Paton 500 GP. It was characterized not only by a tubular structure that proved excep5onally rigid, but 
also by the dis5nc5ve feature of having a detachable sec5on to make the mechanical components more 
accessible. In prac5ce, one of the tubes incorporated a tapered insert so that it could be separated into 
two sec5ons and the engine could be removed more easily. 

During the first half of the 1970s, the company worked exclusively on Grand Prix racing frames. This was 
how the first racing Bimotas came about, powered by Yamaha and Aermacchi-Harley-Davidson engines 
in the 250 and 350 classes. 

But riding the wave of its success on the racetrack, the second half of the 1970s also saw the beginning 
of limited-series produc5on, using four-cylinder Japanese engines. The first road-going model was 
the SB2, unveiled at the 1976 Bologna Motor Show and an indirect descendant of the detachable frame 
developed for the Paton. 

Let us make one thing clear from the outset: although it is designated SB2—meaning Suzuki-
Bimota 2—this was the first road-going Bimota powered by a Suzuki engine, since the SB1 was a 
racing machine. It was also the first “true” Bimota road bike, having been preceded only by the 
now-legendary HB1, powered by a Honda 750 engine and produced in just ten examples in 
1974. 



At the Bologna show, the sensaPon caused by the SB2 750 was worthy of a major event. It 
combined several revoluPonary soluPons with uQerly unconvenPonal styling, immediately 
becoming the centerpiece of the enPre exhibiPon. 

Had it been black rather than finished in Bimota’s classic white-and-red color scheme, everyone 
would have called it Batman’s motorcycle. 

To appreciate the effect it created—as if a flying saucer had just landed—you only have to 
compare it with the other large-capacity motorcycles on display. Against them, the SB2 looked 
downright futurisPc, equipped as it was not only with a full fairing—something all the other 
superbikes lacked—but also with an extremely individualisPc body. 

Its lines, for example, were extremely striking and streamlined, and the bodywork was aQached 
to the frame by a pair of rubber hooks for rapid removal. It immediately becomes clear that the 
SB2 was essenPally a racing motorcycle with a license plate for road use. 

But the real surprises are beneath the fairing, where there is a detachable frame made from a 
tubular chrome-molybdenum steel structure. 

The technical soluPon used on the Paton—a single divisible tube—was here extended to a pair 
of upper tubular members, allowing the frame to be completely separated into two disPnct 
secPons. 

The front end has the unusual feature of a steering geometry in which the fork angle differs 
from that of the steering head. This reduces trail while providing excellent handling and beQer 
absorpPon of bumps in the road. The steering head is inclined at 23°30ʹ, while the fork tubes 
are set at 27°30ʹ, producing a resulPng trail of 96 mm. 

At the rear, a single shock-absorber unit is posiPoned as close as possible to the center of 
gravity in order to achieve greater stability. The swingarm is mounted coaxially with the gearbox 
output sprocket, eliminaPng variaPons in chain tension as the wheel moves through its 
suspension travel. In short, it is a collecPon of remarkably advanced soluPons—soluPons that 
had never before appeared on an affordable motorcycle, even if the SB2 was certainly not 
cheap. 

And there is more: the exhaust pipes pass over the engine and emerge beneath the tail secPon, 
ending in two aggressive mufflers posiPoned on either side of the rear bodywork. This is not 
merely a styling gimmick, however, although we would have to wait another seventeen years to 
see high-mounted exhausts on the 916—another Tamburini design. 

The fuel tank was placed beneath the engine in order to lower the center of gravity as much as 
possible. 



In 1977, the SB2 entered producPon. Compared with the prototype, however, it was somewhat 
less radical—at least as far as the fuel-tank posiPon was concerned. The tank was moved back 
to a more convenPonal locaPon. The original posiPon had caused problems with the fuel pump, 
as well as difficulPes in insulaPng it from the heat generated by the raised exhaust system. To 
cover the rear openings, Bimota used a pair of enormous taillights—about the size of truck 
lights. 

With styling this uncompromising, the SB2 is the kind of motorcycle people either love or dislike 
completely. In any case, it is a genuine jewel. Just look at the precision with which every 
component was built. 

And this applies not only to the frame and forks. This hand-built machine achieves a very high 
standard throughout, including three lightweight Brembo discs, magnesium wheels, a steering 
plate, and rear-set controls machined from solid aircraa-alloy billet, as well as an aluminum box-
secPon swingarm. 

With a frame designed in this way, the engine almost looks undersized. That would soon 
change: only a few years later, its successor, the SB3, would be put into producPon with a more 
powerful 1,000 cc Suzuki engine. 

Between the two models there was also the transiPonal SB2/80. It had the SB3 bodywork but 
retained the 750 engine. These three Bimotas were the only models in the company’s enPre 
producPon history to use a detachable tubular frame. 

As for the engine, whenever one discusses a Bimota, the powerplant inevitably takes second 
place. This is not because it is an inferior engine—far from it. It is simply that, faced with such 
an advanced chassis, the Suzuki engine offers nothing innovaPve compared with the original 
unit installed in the GS750. 

Nevertheless, it is an excellent four-cylinder engine, producing 75 hp at 7,200 rpm and fed by 
four 26 mm Mikuni carburetors. Its compression raPo is 8.7:1, and it uses double overhead 
camshaas. In short, it was among the best engines available at the Pme. 

Only 140 examples of the SB2 were built. There were supposed to be many more, but the 
strange combinaPon of poliPcal and motorcycle-industry events of those years put an end to 
the project. 

The SB2 was created at the request of Suzuki Italia, which at the Pme was called Saiad and had 
ordered 200 frames. Because of a new law introduced by Minister Ossola, Saiad took delivery of 
only half of the 200 frames, forcing Bimota to sell the remainder itself. 

Of those 100 frames, some were used for addiPonal SB2 kits, some for the subsequent SB2/80, 
and some were destroyed—sadly—in the factory. 



The SB2 is now a fascinaPng classic from Bimota’s 1970s producPon. Very few were sold in 
Italy—approximately ten—and the handful that have survived are genuine rariPes, highly 
sought aaer by collectors. 

 

Technical specifica-ons — Bimota SB2 ’77 

Engine: Suzuki GS 750, four-cylinder 

Bore and stroke: 65 × 56.4 mm 

Displacement: 748 cc 

Compression raDo: 8.7:1 

Maximum power: 75 hp at 8,750 rpm 

Maximum torque: 5.8 kgm at 8,200 rpm 

Valve train: Chain-driven double overhead camshaas 

Fuel system: Four 26 mm Mikuni carburetors 

IgniDon: Electronic 

Cooling: Air-cooled 

Primary drive: Gears 

Clutch: MulPple wet plates 

Transmission: Five-speed gearbox 

Final drive: Chain 

Frame: Detachable perimeter-type frame made from chrome-molybdenum steel tubes 

Front suspension: Ceriani telescopic fork with 35 mm tubes 

Rear suspension: Swingarm with a single central spring/shock absorber, mounted verPcally, by 
Corte & Cosso under license from De Carbon 

Wheels: Bimota-Campagnolo magnesium-alloy wheels, 2.60-inch front and 3.50-inch rear rims 

Tires: 3.50-18 front and 130/80-18 rear 

Brakes: Twin 260 mm Brembo discs at the front and a single 240 mm disc at the rear 

Wheelbase: 1,400 mm 



Dry weight: 200 kg 

Top speed: 220 km/h 

 

Photograph Cap+ons: 

Page 18 
With the fuel-tank and tail secPon removed, the Bimota SB2 reveals the essenPal nature of its 
frame, with the rear secPon extended to create space for the Suzuki 750 engine. The details are 
shown more clearly in the accompanying photographs. 

 

Page 19 
The photographs on this page show two views of the Marzocchi fork, whose 35 mm tubes 
seemed “large” at the Pme. One disPncPve Bimota feature was the use of triple clamps that 
allowed the fork tubes to be inclined at a different angle from the steering head. This provided 
both adequate trail and good absorpPon of road shocks. At the boQom is the pair of 
instruments. 

 

Page 20 
The capPon describes two details of the rear suspension and muffler. The “four-into-one” 
exhaust is a Bimota modificaPon intended to increase the engine’s performance. The rear brake 
is also a single disc with a single caliper, as clearly shown in the center photograph. At the 
boQom is the seat integrated into the tail secPon, complete with the classic “B” emblem. 

 

Page 21 
On this page, the upper photograph shows another detail of the rear suspension, whose 
relaPvely long chain is clearly visible. The lower photograph shows the rear of the motorcycle 
where the two large muffler openings used on the prototype were closed off with lights. 

 

 

 



For further informa.on 

For more informaPon about the SB2 and all Bimota models, as well as the services offered by 
the Bimota Club, we recommend the excellent book Bimota — 25 Years of Excellence by this 
arPcle’s author. The 334-page volume is richly illustrated in black and white and color, published 
by Giorgio Nada Editore, and sold for 120,000 lire. 

For further informaPon, interested readers can also contact: 

Bimota Club Italia 
Via Camillo Sbarbaro, 5 
00143 Rome, Italy 
Tel./Fax: 06/50510287 

President: Fernando Felli 
Secretary: Vincenzo CosenPno 

Giorgio Sar. 

 




