






which IS where money, sracus and 
power rears irs ugly head once again. 

The typical cri ricisms char you 
hear abour Bimora owners are that 
they're slow nders on fast bikes, 
they're arrogant and conceited and 
they've gor more money chan sense. 
While there's a small element of 
rrurh in chis, there's also some rrurh 
in rhe face rhar rhere're shiploads of 
self-cenrred, pussy, GSX-RllOO and 
Fireblade riders as well as surpris
inglr faH owners of exotica, like 
Furano owner Chris Kn1ghr. If we 
were all truthful, there's nothing any 
of us would like more chan co be able 
to ride whatever b1ke we desued, let 
alone co b" able co afford (literally) 
the luxury of smashmg it up as well. 
Sadly at Fast Bikes we don'r have an 
un!Jmiced crash budget, which is 
probably why we've gor by far the 
lowest arrric1on record in the busi
ness, so when I got co ride Chns's 
Furano I knew char if I rammed it 
into a dirch there'd be a queue 
scarring with Chris and endmg with 
Colin waiting co ram things up my 
d1rch which, as you can imagine, 
tempered my enrhus1asm somewhat. 

B1mora's in general aren't like 
normal bikes. You can't compare 
che1r build quaiJty with ocher 
machines because they're quire 
simply. 1n terms of eng1neering 
excellence, 1n a class of rhe1r own. 
Moreover their Japanese 1nfluenced 
styling and painrwork, whether ic 
appeals or nor, is equally unique in 
terms of des1gn. They're conce1ved, 
bulic and fimshed to the very highest 
standards wh1ch IS why, although the 
Furano's osrensibely powered by a 
lowly Yamaha FZRlOOO engine, it 
still manages to attract a price-tag of 
rwenry-rhree b1g ones, which inci
dentally also buys you three years 
parts, labour, hotel accommodation, 
services of the local Rimini call-g1rls 
and recovery cover. As we've seen 
with Honda's NR750 though, engi
neering excellence, or the arc of 
making a square piston fir a spam 
shaped hole doesn't marrer a joe if 
there's no purpose co, or benefic co be 
derived from it, and the only way 
char any motorcycle can be judged is 
on irs cla1med performance cncena 
which, as if you hadn't guessed, is 
where the Bimoca begins co consign 
the oval p1stoned one co the second 
div1sion. 

Bimora aren't totally innocent of 
pretensiOn themselves, for like the 
NR 750, rhe1r original hub-centre-



Comparatively slow steering never exactly held 888s up, and it 
isn't doing much harm to the Furano either. Forks are the best in 
the business though Brembos have been overtaken by recent 
Japanese six-piston developments 

rounding the rwo 
rests. Rarher than 
having the 'free 
hand' I enjoyed ar 
the Rimini head
quarters I was 
being nervously, 
albeit understand
ably, chaperoned, 
and ro be honest 
ir wasn't until the 
I u nch break 
arrived char I was 
able ro gee our of 
rhe circuit on my 
own, do some 
knee dragging 
and some mono
wheeling, and 
generally relax 
with the bike . 
After that, the 
Furano's compe
tence just came 
flooding back, 
particularly rhe 
sheer lack of rider 
input rhar's 

sreered Tesi was an engineering showpiece 
of rile future char sadly roiled ro perform as 
well as rhe past ir was supposed ro over
shadow and Bimora, it has to be aid, are 
renowned for making grandiose claims 
about peed, power ere., ere., which they've 
so far failed ro subsrantiare wirh one ingle 
empirical indicator. Many rimes they've 
claimed the Furano was 'The World's 
fasre r production motorcycle ' and many 
rimes they 've declined ro acrually prove ir. 

required ro ride it so damn (Bimota owner 
rype adjective) fast . The bike can be stood 
on irs rear wheel as low down as 20mph on 
rhe power alone, and rhe from can be car
ried vast distances absolutely concrollably 
on rhe rhrorrle (as long as you don't come 
ro a border ... ) such is rhe uncanny smooch
ness of the delivery. If rhi is what Weber 
Marelli fuel injection can do for a rwenry
valve liquid-cooled FZRlOOO engine, it's 
incredible char Yamaha have been able ro 
make their home grown injected FZR mill 
(firred ro rhe GT ) so sluggish. Bimora 
acrually claim ro do nothing ro rhe stan
dard Genesis moror whatsoever, other than 

gently between rhe beginning of rhe apex 
and rhe exit of rhe corner regularly caused 
minor surging which had a tendency ro 
upser rhe bike. Ir was as though rhe com
purer couldn't quire decide what rhe mix
ture should be, and so swapped between 
rwo alrernarives, and perhaps, mosr criti
cally it happen just ar rhe poinr where 
poise and balance are most essential. lr's a 
craie char can be ridden around by sraying 
off rhe throrrle longer then powering our 
harder and later, which is why Chris would 
doubtless rell you ir doesn't happen when 
he's riding it. Moreover, if you wind rhe 
power on in roo low a gear rather than jusr 
'bogging' like a convencionally inducted 
engine, the Bimota rends ro snap on and off 
rhe power hard, probably because rhe mix
ture char's being delivered ro the cylinders 
is far roo rich for rhe lowly rpm, although 
again provided char you keep rhe power on 
and wait for rhe revs to pick up, or indeed 
simply drive out in a lower gear, ir ain't a 
problem. While ir's nor a major minus it's 
a fault nonerhele s, and presumably it's a 
glitch char could be mapped our which 
makes it all rhe more frustrating. Ocher
wise the engine breaths remarkably well for 
an FZR, and pulls almost as hard as a 
ZZR I l 00 our of rhe corners before picking 
up at the rop end. This may raise a few eye
brows in lighr of rhe bike's claim ro irs 
aforementioned World ririe, bur frankly if 
rhe Furano we reseed is purring our any
thing like l60bhp chen I'm a giraffe's left 
buttock (ah, so tbat's u•hat tbt! spots are. 
Dan). In my experience (and I freely admit 
char horsepower guesstimates are more dan
gerous chan farring in Africa) I'd hazard 
char rhe Bimora wa producing in the 
region of l35 ro 140 lively thoroughbreds 
which is still well impressive, albeit only 
equal ro char of a deresrricred G X-R 1100. 

Whatever, climbing on board rhe YB8EI 
ar a cold, wer, and overcast Goodwood for 
rhe first time in almost two year sparked 
off a wash of memories. The last rime I'd 
had control of arguably rhe most evocative 
of Bimoras, was in lcaly during an uncom
monly pleasant heatwave (it usually pisses 
down during our lraly rrips). I remember 
hoisting the front wheel up a leafy incline 
and serring it down only yards from a well 
di guised an Marino border pose, which 
promptly resulted in me being nicked the 
right royal sum of a renner for speeding. I 
remembered char rhe accommodation on 
the bike was right and conce sion ro com
fan meagre, and perched on the machine 
ready ro go out onro rhe crack I reflected 
char almost nothing in this respect had 
changed . In face rhe bike was so similar co 
the factory demon craror char ir could easily 
have been rhe same bike, although tucking 
it inro rhe first long sweeper ar Goodwood 
it occurred co me rhar while rhey may have 
been idenrical, there was a world of differ
ence between rhe circumstances sur-

consrrucri ng rhei r 
own exhaust for i r 
(which, surprisingly, 
retains the EXUP 
valve) and bolting 
on rhe fuel injection 
ro give rhe claimed 
l64bhp ar 10,500 at 
rhe crankshaft -
Hmmm The power 
really does come in 
low and hard, how
ever, and j usr keeps 
pulling all the way 
to rhe red-line, 
although in all hon
esty I can't say char 
rhe delivery is char 
pure under all cir
cumstances. Coming 
onto rhe rhrorrle 

This is the sort of class gear that accounts for the extra wedge 
on a Bimota • beautiful jointing, exquisite turning and milling • 
seems a shame to rest a dirty old Frank Thomas boot on it .. 
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The ocher rhing char surprised 
me was how heavy rhe rhrorcle 
was. In chis day and age, partic
ularly wirh rhe flexibility char 
fuel injeccion ha co offer it's 
high rime char frictionless 'fly 
by wire' rhrorrles were intro
duced - as they say 'we have the 
rechnology' so 
why nor employ 
it. 

Perhaps rhe 
one technolog
ical arena char's 
seen massive 
progress over 
rhe past five 
years wirh 
respect co 

groves carved into them which 
serve lircle ocher purpose chan 
ro provide rexrure. The head
stock area is heavily braced, rhe 
yoke are milled from solid, and 
rhe curved spars rhem elves are 
abour ren percent bigger chan 
anything else currently avail-

motorcycling is 
braking. The six 
piscon Japanese 
systems, partic
ularly the one 
fi cred co 
Yamaha 's YZF 
is rruly stun
ning in irs 

More gravitational pull than Madonna's 
knickers, but keep It orl the throttle, though .•. 

ability ro wipe off speed fasr 
and wi rh a level of feedback 
char you simply wouldn 't have 
rhoughr possible only rwo years 
ago. Indeed, as 1 remember 
only rwo years ago, I really 
raced rhe Furano's brakes, and 
our on rhe crack and around rhe 
environ of Wesr Sussex rhey 
substantiated my confidence. 
Bur rime has moved on, and 
while in isolation you'd be hard 
pushed ro criticise rhe four 
pisron Brembos, when you 
compare rhem againsr rhe YZF 
industry benchmark rhey' re rel
atively wooden and lacking in 
sheer sropping power. 

Whar does help rhe Furano 
decelerate effeccively, though, 
is rhe superb marriage of sus
pension and chassis. Outside 
Bimora's own Tesi, rhe frame 
on rhe Furano i categorically 
rhe mosr intricately formed 
mass-produced rwin-spar alu
minium unir available. Much of 
ir's been milled from olid bil
lers by compurer numeric con
trolled machines co provide nor 
only srrengrh bur decoration. 
The borrom of rhe spars, for 
example, rhar join onro rhe rear 
of rhe engine and would nor
mally jusr be a bare expanse of 
plain aluminium have shaped 

able, which accounts for rhe 
chassis's rremendou rigidity. 
lr 's this level of qual icy and 
arrenrion ro derai I rhar costs 
rhe money because kr's face ir 
there 's nothing radically innov
ative about rhe Furano, ir's jusr 
a simple, if effective, amalgam 
of rhe besr of proven tech 
nology, although unlike say rhe 

orron Fl char rechnology has 
been integrated co form a com
piece package rather chan being 
left as a disjointed mass. Finally 
rhe uspension is fully 
adjustable Ohlin all round , rhe 
forks being of course of the 
laresr rrendy inverred variety. 
You'd expect rhar with all rhe 
solid billers and oversize com
ponents firred, rhe Furano 
would be a little on rhe obese 
side, bur Bimora claim an 
impres iveLSOkg dry weighr, 
equal ro char of Honda' Fire
blade which is really prerry 
amazing considering char rhe 
Furano was on sale some twelve 
monrhs before rhe Honda 
launch: Bur ir has ro be said 
rhar i r's parricularl y surprising 
because the Furano doesn't 
carry irs weight anywhere near 
as well as the Fireblade. 

On rhe fasr open sweepers of 
Goodwood rhe bike is as sure 



footed and as olidly planted as 
an oak rree, and rhe bumps of 
rhe ussex circuit failed miser
ably co upser rhe Bim ora's 
uncanny precision. The trade
off for chis kind of confident 
immovability (one char's 
achieved wirhouc so much as a 
sreering damper) is a geometry 
char nece sarily produces rela
rively slow steering; nor as slow 
as say, rhe GSX-R 1 l 00 for 
example, bur roughly on a par 
wirh rhe likes of Yamaha 's 
EX P as opposed co Honda's 
Fireb lade or even Yamaha's 
YZF. We would cell you what 
rhe rake and rrail are bur rhe 
facro ry curiously don 'r release 
these specifications, per haps 
because rhey chink char rhe sore 
of people who buy rheir moror
bikes don'r do rheir own gar
dening .... Whatever, for a road 
bike Bimora have found a good 
compromise and lee's face ir 
Ducari 's factory 88 s haven ' t 
found compa rAtively slow 
steering co be char much of a 
limiting facror on rhe crack, and 
for rhe road, rhe Furano rurns 
plency fasr enough. 

roundabouts because on rhe 
crack rhe solid icy made rhe bike 
feel as rhough ir had a long 
wheelbase, bur ar l 20 mm ir 
negoriares small circum ferences 
equa ll y comfortably. Wind ic 
around a concrete circles a few 
rimes and you can generate 
some serious 'g'. Bur whar's 
really impressive is rhe bike's 
abi liry co change direction and 
brake whi le cranked over, 
manoeuvres occasioned by rhe 
•· t didn't see you 'cos I can' r see 
and haven't had an eye resr 
ince I gor gas ed by rhe Hun" 

or, lee 's face ic, jusr going roo 
nobbin ' fast and watching rhe 
roadside furniture rapidly 
approach . The Furano is one of 
chose bikes char likes co be 
ridden on rhe power rarher chan 
off ir. Arrempc rhe larrer ar 
your peril because you load che 
fronc end roo hard and risk the 
dreaded 'was h our'. On che 
power, and rhe bike drives hard 
and crue, movement origi nating 
from rhe rear predicrab ly and 
moorhly, which robe honest is 

the fir r rime I can say cha r 
about a bike shod wirh Hi 

po res and as 
such muse be a 
re cimony co rhe 
sensitivity of the 
Oh I ins suspe n-
ion. 

Wherher it 's 
rhe fasresr bike 
in the world is a 
question char 's 
bound ro arr racr 
a cerrain amount 
of conjec rure, 
and cerrainly rhe 
runed a nd 
injecred engine, 
while far more 
lively chan a 
srandard 
FZ Rl OOO, 

... otherwise the front-end'll cave in like Dolly 
Parton's chest in Concorde... doesn't produce 

rhe enormous 
Wharever rhe crue stable of th rust of say a tuned normally

rhe Furano is , ir can be wound 
on and on rhrough rhe Michelin 
Hi pores ar impressive angles 
of arcack which, combined wich 
rhe insranraneous delivery of 
the FZR engine generates good 
exit speed. Our on rhe road L 
expected che Bimora co struggle 
on che righter corners like 

inducred G X-RllOO power
plane. On rhe ocher hand rhe 
bike as a whole, rhe chassis che 
handling che suspension and rhe 
overall combination of superbly 
blended e le m ents make ir 
wichour doubr che besc bike 
I've ridden chis year, and prob
ably che best I'm likely co. Ir 

J)erformance Dunlop I~ 
the 0064 - the state of the art 
road lyre. 

Now you can rtde on a tyre that 
was designed for the world's 
fastest race machines. The 
ultimate In race lyre technology 
to give you the ultimate In road 
tyre performance. 

Sharing the same origins is the 
legendary Dunlop Sportmax 
Radial - the tyre that holds the 
current Isle of ManTI production 
class lap record. 

The D364 and Dunlop Sportmax 
Radials. Whichever way you 
look at them, they'll leave the 
competition behind. 

SP TYRES UK LIMITED, FORT DUNLOP, BIRMINGHAM 824 9QT TEL: 02! 384 4444 
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Well this is the world's only picture of allegedly the "world's fastest bike"on 
a dynomometer. 164bhp? Err, I don't think so, boys. We seem to have lost 
something in the translation ... 

has a completeness and an inregrarion, 
as well as an unmatched level of qual icy 
char very nearly justifies irs cwenry chree 

Then again rhe Furano's only 
real competition in chis 
u pee-l uxo-sporr category is 

Honda's NR750 
which sadly 
concen era red so 
much on rhe 
esorerical arc ie
farrie nobody's
ever-gonna-ride
chis- 'cos- i c's-so
damn-expensive 
erhos, char rhey 
failed co rake 
inro account 
char rime had 

The Bim is a cinch of a bike for climbing around and 
hanging off of. Even renowned amputee, Dan Stumpy 
Harris manages to lay some Patella down 

moved on and a 500lb plus 
spores bike had become a 
concradicrion in cerms . Lee's 

face ir, rhe Italians build a bike and 
scyle naturally follows while che 
Japanese find ir necessary co sacrifice 
boch ic and more original engineering 

pracrices for performance. The borrom 
line is char it's immaterial whether or 
nor you chink che Furano 's worch che 
money, because rhe performance is well 
and rruly in che premier league, and ir's 
going co be some rime before progress 
relegates it co the second division ... 

grand price rag. Quire simply che 
Furano lives up co rhe tremendous repu
rarion of quality and aclaprabilicy 
(blipped only by rhe original Tesi's sus
pensional faults) char Bimora have built 
for themselves. Perhaps if rhe measure 
isn't purely scraighc line speed, ic's also 
justified in claiming for itself che acco
lade ac lease of 'joint fascesr bike in che 
world ' (wirh che 888) because around 
che rwiscies and on che brakes rhe much 
heavier ZZR LLOO, which'd rhra h either 
in a scraighr line, doesn ' t have a hope. 
Yec as much as I hare co admit ir, rhe 
seven thousand pound Fireblade wo11/d 
give ic (a ir did che Duke) a run for irs 
money on rhe crack and on che open 
road and even if, ac che end of rhe clay 
che Furano came our on cop (which is by 
no means a foregone conclusion) for rhe 
Honda co gee so close co the Bimota's 
performance parameters and cosc sixteen 
grand more must be a worry for rhe 
engineer and marketing men in Rimini. 

The proof ... The torque curve (top) should be flat1er and should lack the two dips 
while the power curve should be fuller and more concave. Either way the Furano is 
shy of the factory's claimed 160bhp at the crank and our seat·of·the·pants guesstl· 
mate of 135 to 140 was spot-on. 
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